37 


... AND THERE WAS LIFE IN THE VALLEY 
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-Old Fort Heber showing the locations of the families who built their komes 
there in 1859. 


As the crops were being planted the men camped in tents or in the 
wagons, but they soon spent some of their time in laying out a townsite 
and building log houses. They decided to build closer together in a fort 
so they could protect themselves from Indians if that became necessary. 
They sele-ted the northwest corner of the townsite for the fort string of 
huts. 


The area for the fort was 80 rods square, lying between what is now 
First West and Fourth West Streets and 2nd North and 5th North Streets. 


Within that fort area the company of men built their houses close 
together, with sufficient openings to let their stock in and out. The houses 
were built with green cottonwood logs that were cut on the river bottoms. 
Dirt floors, dirt roofs, and mud packed between the logs were the order of 
the day. 


